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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Bowman Global Change Says Public Engagement Critical to Solving Climate Crisis
Paper in International Journal of Sustainability Communication calls for grass roots
outreach efforts

May 18, 2009 — Signal Hill, CA — Tom Bowman, president of Bowman Global Change, a
firm that helps organizations make sustainable transformations, has written a paper
defining the adjustments to climate change communication programs required to
encourage sustainable behaviors and drive society’s response to climate change.

The paper, entitled “4 Turning Point in Climate Change Communication
Priorities,” argues that current communication efforts, which focus on individual
consumer behaviors, are ineffective and out of scale in the face of the climate crisis.
Alternatively, public communication campaigns can create a social dialogue—dialogue
that is key to galvanizing the public around a collective goal and stimulating the broad
cultural changes required to respond to climate change.

Bowman emphasizes that the public is not getting the scientific information it
needs to make informed decisions. The challenge is to make the science accessible to
everyone, with specific information that is helpful to non-experts. In addition, shorthand
facts tied to environmental impact enable behavioral change and motivate the public to
action. For example, connecting car mileage ratings to carbon emission rates fuels public
demand for cars with better mileage, a systemic improvement with significant impact on
reducing greenhouse gas emission rates.

Calling on communication experts to bridge the gap between the scientists and the
public, Bowman says the public is not disinterested but isn’t sure what to do. “Even a
motivated public is prevented from making meaningful lifestyle choices because they
lack specific information about the scope of the challenge and the appropriate responses
to take,” says Bowman.

The paper is available on the Bowman Global Change website,

www.bowmanglobalchange.com.
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Bowman Global Change helps organizations make sustainable transformations.
Combining the expertise of renowned scientists, behavioral scientists, and business and
government leaders, Bowman Global Change facilitates transitions through education,
analysis, planning, communication, and consulting projects. The company is lead by Tom
Bowman, an expert in green business, who has contributed his expertise to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
the American Public Health Association and numerous exhibit industry groups. Bowman
contributes a monthly “Ask Mr. Green” column to EXHIBITOR Online. Contact
Bowman Global Change at 562.494.3400 or at bowmanglobalchange.com.

For more information contact:
Tom Bowman, Bowman Global Change,
(562) 494-3400 or tom@bowmanglobalchange.com
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